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- ORO EN PAZ EN GUERRA - 


STAY STRONG 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Stories of Strength, Resilience & Love 


The Nov. 5 print edition of ‘SF Weekly, featuring cover art by Jeremy Fish. 


We're still here, and still weird. 


FTER MORE THAN seven months without a print edition of SF 
Weekly, the streets of San Francisco are once again safe from bland 
news and a dearth of cannabis dispensary ads. That’s right! Your fa- 
vorite alternative weekly newspaper is back in the black boxes. 

I was thrilled to be able to bring the paper back with the help of our city’s 
very own Jeremy Fish, the man behind the cover art gracing last week’s cov- 
er. This week, I’m stoked to properly introduce you to Benjamin Schneider, 
our newest staff writer. Ben has this week’s cover story about San Francisco's 
one-party system and the progressive/moderate divide (page 12) that recent- 
ly played out in a number of local elections — both for the Board of Supervi- 
sors and in the 11th district of California’s State Senate. Back in March, the 
incumbent Scott Wiener was expected to cruise to victory — even after a 
challenger named Jackie Fielder pulled papers to run against him. But that, 
as I said, was in March. A lot’s changed since then, eh? 

Wiener defeated Fielder by a healty margin, but the 25-year-old upstart, 
who was living in her van at the time she announced her candidacy certainly 
gave Wiener something to think about — and generated quite a bit of buzz, 
both locally and nationally (she was profiled by us and by Teen Vogue). You 
can read more about her campaign on page 5. That story was written by one 
of our two excellent interns, Olivia Tucker. Page 6 features a piece on the rise 
of campaign text messaging campaigns. We have our other intern, Sheila 
Tran, to thank for that one. 

You may have also noticed last that our cannabis column has a new 
name: Pacific Highs (page 8). Zack Ruskin is still the man behind the vape 
pen, but we thought you could all use a green hit. His story this week is 
about recently passed initiatives in Washington, D.C. and Oregon that 
aimed at decriminalizing and destigmatizing psychedelics. Read all this and 
more in this week's issue. And take a gander at what some of your fellow 
readers think about us being back in the racks. 

— Nick Veronin 
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“Hell yeah!” 
— @mrjeremyfish 
We need independent media 
now more than EVER! 
— familycafe_northbeach 


WIENER BEATS FIELDER, 
KEEPS SENATE SEAT 


VIM 


“We've not seen the 
last of Jackie Fielder! ” 


— Kundry Sangs 


OFFICES CAN OPEN 
NEXT WEEK 
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“The rest of America is 
seeing a spike while SF 
does quite well, quick 
open everything up!” 
— Celeste Kautz 


MAYOR CRITICIZES 
SUPES FOR OBSTINACY. 
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If Mayor Breed spent 
just 10% of the time 
she spends grandstanding 
instead on working with the 
Board of Supervisors on spe- 
cific issues, we could move 
forward. But no, doing that 
would upset her Republican 
and wealthy donors.” 

— Gary Oliver 





She's right. I listened to her 
interview on NPR yesterday and 
the supes all need to be put in 
jail for what they're doing to the 
city. San Franciscans have to be 
the stupidest voters in the state 
and nation. Just look to Nancy 
Pelosi as a prime justification. 
— Peter Mullen 
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Our Triumphant Return 


ELECTION WRAP Key Takeaways From Last Tuesday 
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The people have spoken... what did they say? 
BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


VER THE COURSE of the campaign, now-President-elect Joe 
Biden constantly reminded voters, “Character is on the ballot.” 
Well, in San Francisco and California, voters had to decide on a lot 
more than that. With 13 local and 12 state ballot measures, in addi- 
tion to several competitive races for political office, voters revealed their true 
preferences on a host of issues. 

The bottom line? San Francisco is still a lefty political outlier, even in the 
deep-blue state of California. 

Across the state, voters rejected high-profile measures on affirmative ac- 
tion, rent control, and commercial property taxes, while affirming an Uber 
and Lyft-sponsored gig-work bill. In San Francisco, voters overwhelmingly 
went the opposite way on the aforementioned ballot initiatives, and ap- 
proved all four local tax measures before them. 

When it comes to City Hall and the State Capitol in Sacramento, San 
Francisco’s incumbent politicians cleaned house, mostly preserving the ex- 
isting political dynamics. Although big wins for state Senator Scott Wiener 
and Supervisor Dean Preston could embolden each of them to push their re- 
spective agendas even more aggressively. And newcomers like Myrna Melgar 
could shake things up on the Board of Supervisors. 

While 86 percent of San Francisco voters chose “character,” they also had 
a lot more to say. 

For a breakdown on some of the key takeaways from state and local elec- 
tions and for a full list of local and state election results, head to our website 
and click on the News tab. 
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Veteran Bay Area radio personality will call it quits in February. 
BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


ICHAEL KRASNY IS the voice of a generation — literally. 

For millennials who grew up listening to Bay Area public 

radio, the Forum host’s dulcet tones have always been there, 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Monday through Friday (except, of 
course, when the program was helmed by regular fill-ins Mina Kim 
and Scott Shafer). 

Krasny, who began his tenure on the weekday morning news and entertain- 
ment talk show in 1993, plans to step down from his position in February. 

“T want to thank all of the listeners, guests and exceptional colleagues I’ve 
had the great fortune to encounter over the years as host of Forum,’ Krasny 
told KQED. “I’ve been unusually fortunate to sustain such a long career 
serving the Bay Area in a role that allows me to participate in such rich and 
thoughtful conversations about the topics of our times.” 

As the host of Forum, Krasny has interviewed a who’s-who of politicians, art- 
ists, academics, and business leaders, including President Barack Obama, Cesar 
Chavez, Noam Chomsky, Patti Smith, and many, many more luminaries. 

Krasny is also Professor at English at San Francisco State, and the author of 
several books, including, most recently, Let There Be Laughter: A Treasury of 
Great Jewish Humor and What it All Means. Krasny told KQED that retiring 
will allow him to focus on his writing, and spend more time with his family. 

After Krasny’s departure, KQED’s Mina Kim will continue hosting the 
10am hour of Forum, with a focus on statewide issues. The NPR affiliate says 
it will conduct a national search for Krasny’s replacement. 

Krasny’s final broadcast is scheduled for Feb. 15, 2021. 


Benjamin Schneider is Staff News Writer at SF Weekly, covering local politics, neighborhoods 
and urbanism |) @urbanschneider 
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Jackie Fielder made aname for herself by mounting a serious challenge to incumbent California Senator Scott Wiener. 


She lost to Scott Wiener, but the young progressive 
says her movement was energized. BY OLIVIA TUCKER 


NCUMBENT STATE SENATOR 
Scott Wiener won re-election 
to California’s 11th District on 
Tuesday, prevailing over dem- 
ocratic socialist opponent Jackie 
Fielder by a double-digit margin. 
Wiener, a former member of the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, 
captured 59.1 percent of the vote in 
a race many expected him to win un- 
opposed — but when Fielder threw 
her hat into the ring weeks before 
the filing deadline, she complicated 
the narrative. The 26-year-old queer, 
Indigenous-Latina educator and 
organizer surprised many when she 
captured a third of the vote in the 
March primary. Fielder campaigned 
largely on issues like housing and 
health care, and sought to undercut 
Wiener’s progressive bona fides by 
calling attention to contributions 


he'd received from the real estate 
industry and other corporate in- 
terests. She ultimately earned over 
142,000 votes. 

“I am proud to have earned a sec- 
ond term in the legislature with a de- 
cisive margin,’ Sen. Wiener wrote in 
an email via communications director 
Catie Stewart. “I am looking forward 
to continuing to work on the issues 
that matter most to our community.” 

The 50-year-old gay attorney has 
represented District 11 — which 
encompasses San Francisco, Daly 
City, Colma, Broadmoor and part 
of South San Francisco — since 
2016. He serves as chair of the 
Senate Housing Committe and the 
Legislative LGBTQ Caucus and has 
proposed more bills than any other 
current state senator, sponsoring 
228 and passing 27. Courage Cali- 


fornia Super PAC gave Wiener a 91 
out of 100 on their Courage Score, 
which analyzes legislators’ pro- 
gressive voting records. But Fielder 
made the argument that when it 
came to issues like homelessness 
and law enforcement, Wiener 
wasn't progressive enough. 

Fielder conceded just before mid- 
night on Nov. 3, writing on Twitter 
that while the votes she won were 
“not enough,” her team “worked 
damn hard for every single one, and 
we re proud of every single one.” 

“When we launched this cam- 
paign last year, we were starting 
from zero, Fielder wrote in an 
email to supporters. “Together, we 
built a movement.” 

Fielder, a lecturer in the College 
of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco 
State University, was working two 
full-time jobs as a server when she 
launched her campaign last Decem- 
ber. Unhoused at the time, she told 
Teen Vogue that she was couch-surf- 
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Jackie Fielder’s Formidable Challenge 


ing and sleeping in her van, and had 
used the city intersection where she 
was registered to vote as the address 
on her candidate papers. 

She took pride in her refusal to 
accept corporate campaign contribu- 
tions, pitching her grassroots opera- 
tion as a stark contrast to Wiener’s, 
whose campaign reported that near- 
ly one-third of all their donations 
came from groups in the real estate 
lobby, like the California Association 
of Realtors, in the first two quarters 
of 2020. In June, Fielder publicly 
called on her opponent to stop ac- 
cepting contributions from police 
unions, resulting in Wiener’s pledge 
to donate $20,000 to Bay Area orga- 
nizations supporting at-risk youth 
of color. Fielder said the move wasn't 
enough, because the donation didn’t 
account for an additional $45,000 
Wiener received from police unions 
in his first state senate bid. 

“Tn all of San Francisco, I cannot 
think of a politician who owes his ca- 
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reer more to law enforcement unions 
than Scott Wiener,” Fielder told SF 
Weekly in an October interview. 

Wiener’s campaign did not re- 
spond to previous requests for com- 
ment on critiques of his police union 
contributions. but he did note that 
his campaign was not the only one 
relying on large sums of money to 
push its message. On election night 
Wiener tweeted: “$1.5 [million] was 
spent by or on behalf of my oppo- 
nent [and] we prevailed.” 

Roisin Isner, Fielder’s campaign 
director, told SF Weekly that she was 
unsure of how the Wiener campaign 
reached that figure. Wiener commu- 
nications director Stewart said that 
the team reached their number based 
on contributions from the indepen- 
dent expenditure group California 
Indians Supporting Jackie and on the 
estimated value of slate mailers sent 
by the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Dem- 
ocratic Club and the San Francisco 
League of Pissed Off Voters. 

In the first two quarters of this 
year, Fielder reported raising over 
$289,000, while Wiener raised over 
$1.1 million. 

Though both running on pro- 
gressive platforms, the candidates’ 
endorsements reflected a more 
nuanced divide between the two: 
while Fielder earned the backing of 
two Black Lives Matter founders and 
organizations like the San Francisco 
Tenants Union and the Harvey Milk 
LGBTQ Democratic Club, Wiener 
was endorsed by many in the Cali- 
fornia Democratic establishment, 
including vice presidential nominee 
Sen. Kamala Harris, Governor Gavin 
Newsom and Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 
The San Francisco Chronicle, the 
Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic 
Club and the San Francisco Renters 
Alliance, among other organizations, 
also backed the incumbent. 

In her email to supporters, Fielder 
described running her campaign as 
“the honor of my life.” She said that 
despite her loss, she felt confident 
about the future of democratic social- 
ist platforms like hers in California. 

“[This] was never about me as an 
individual,’ Fielder wrote. “I may not 
have won the race for state senate, 
but our movement definitely won.” 


Olivia Tucker is an intern with SF Weekly. 
@oliviahtucker 
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OT ALL AMERICANS have 

the same political views, but 

there’s one thing we all have 

in common: the barrage of 
political texts we’ve received over 
the course of the current election 
cycle. 

If political text messages seem 
like a relatively new thing to you, 
that’s because they are. The trend 
was popularized by the Bernie 
Sanders campaign in 2016, which 
used a then-new service called 
Hustle to recruit supporters and 
promote civic engagement. Today, 
peer-to-peer (P2P) text messag- 
ing services like Hustle, GetThru, 
RumbleUp, and Opnsesame have 
become an integral part of modern 
campaign strategy. 

“If you look at your own phone, 
you can compare how many unread 
text messages you have compared 
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to unread emails or phone calls,” 
says LaToia Jones, senior vice pres- 
ident of strategy at the San Francis- 
co-based Hustle. “It’s the personal 
touch — and it is actually more 
effective.” 

The data isn’t exact on how 
many people actually open targeted 
political texts, but estimates by 
P2P messaging companies range 
between 90-98 percent. Compared 
to the open rates of political emails 
(22.94 percent in 2019) or telephone 
survey response rates (9 percent in 
2016) — and considering that door- 
to-door canvassing is nearly impos- 
sible in the age of COVID-19 — and 
those numbers start to look very 
appealing to campaign managers. 

How does it work? Campaigns 
and advocacy groups typically access 
voter contact information through 
public voter records or through in- 
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ternal lists developed from contact 
with supporters who previously 
donated or attended events. In oth- 
er cases, groups can also purchase 
phone numbers from vendors. 

Once groups have a list of con- 
tacts, all that’s left is to sign up for 
a P2P text messaging service, which 
can run as cheap 8 cents per text. 
The relatively low cost and ease of 
use means that P2P text messaging 
services are now used for all kinds 
of campaigns — from small town 
school board elections to the race 
for the White House. 

“We work with clients up and 
down the ballot. We’ve worked with 
many House races, Senate races, 
and the Biden campaign as well,” 
says Daniel Souweine, founder and 
CEO of Oakland-based GetThru. 

At Hustle, Jones says that they’ve 
worked with 1,500 clients during 
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the current election cycle alone. 

The robocall and text blocking 
app RoboKiller estimates that over 
5 billion political text messages 
related to the presidential election 
were sent in October 2020. Of that 
number, 64.9 percent of texts were 
sent by the Republican party and 
36.3 percent were sent by the Dem- 
ocratic party. 

In case you're wondering, all of 
those communications are 100 
percent legal. Initially, P2P text 
messaging platforms existed in a 
gray area due to outdated language 
in the FCC’s Telephone Consumer 
Protection Act. Released in 1991, 
the act specifically prohibited “au- 
tomatic telephone dialing systems” 
but didn’t specify any rules for text 
messages. 

In June 2020, the FCC released 
a declaratory ruling clarifying that 
P2P text messaging platforms are 
legal as long as they don’t use auto 
dialers — in other words, as long as 
a human manually sends each indi- 
vidual message. 

That came as a surprise to Rose, a 
phone and text banker who asked to 
be referred to by only her first name. 

“I always thought it was a robot, 
then maybe a person responded 
after you texted back,” she says. 
“But it’s literally someone manually 
sending everything — even ifit’sa 
message template, it’s still a human 
sending it.” 

Rose worked with APIAVote, a 
nonprofit organization that aims 
to increase civic engagement in the 
Asian American and Pacific Island- 
er community. The organization's 
messaging during the election cycle 
centered around guiding recipients 
through voter registration and ballot 
submission. Even though all messag- 
es were sent individually, she says the 
process was surprisingly efficient. 

P2P tett messaging platforms 
can typically be accessed via a mo- 
bile web browser, mobile app, or 
desktop browser. Once the user 
imports their contact list, the plat- 
form autofills contact names within 
user-provided message templates. 
Text bankers just have to click 
“send, often hundreds or thou- 
sands of times in one sitting. Rose 
estimates that 300 messages can be 
sent in as little as 10 minutes. 

“Ever since I started phone bank- 


ing and text banking, I definitely 
started being nicer to everyone that 
texted me,’ she tells me. “Because I 
know how much work it is. They’re 
probably sitting there for like two, 
three hours, and some people don’t 
even get paid. They’re just doing it 
because they want to.” 

She’s had her fair share of neg- 
ative experiences as a text banker. 
“People are upset, and it’s texting, 
so they don’t know that it’s a hu- 
man sometimes. So you get a lot of 
[profanity],” she says with a laugh. 
“But one person said ‘please stop 
texting, so that was nice.” 

If you're frustrated with all the 
political texts, you can opt out of an 
organization or campaign’s list by 
texting back “STOP” and if you want 
a faster workaround, you can always 
filter out text messages from un- 
known senders using your phone’s 
settings. If messages continue to be 
sent after an opt-out request, you 
can notify the Spam Reporting Ser- 
vice by typing “7726” or “SPAM.” 

The consumer attitude towards 
political texts hasn’t gone unno- 
ticed by P2P text messaging com- 
panies. GetThru has released a list 
of texting best practices, which in- 
cludes things like “take a hint: don’t 
over-text,” and “ask yourself: would 
I be OK to get this text?” Over at 
Hustle, similar guidelines are rec- 
ommended to clients. 

“People have to be responsible 
with it, just like with everything 
else,” says Jones. “We just see tex- 
ting as a form of communication, 
and if it’s used correctly, it will help 
make sure that people are involved 
in the [political] process.” 

Whether you like it or not, text 
banking isn’t going anywhere any- 
time soon. 

“As a lot of people can see from 
the text messages they’ve received, 
it’s become a really integral part of 
political campaigning. As a tool, it’s 
proven itself to be quite effective, 
and political campaigns and advoca- 
cy groups will keep using it for that 
reason, Souweine says. “It’s part of 
our political campaigning culture 
now, and we expect it will be for the 
foreseeable future.” 


Sheila Tran is an intern with SF Weekly. 
news@sfweekly.com 
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WE PAY 
SALES TAX 


on the Purchase of ANY 
Finished Wallbed 








Wallbeds | 


A comfortable extra 
bed for any room! 


550 15th St, Ste. 2 San Francisco San Mateo 2515S. El Camino Real 


San Francisco 415-854-7612 650-263-1484 San Mateo 


*Offer cannot be combined with any other offer or coupons. Offer only valid at San Francisco and San Mateo locations. Expires November 14, 2020. 
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Section 8 Waiting List Opening 
Shoreview Apartments will be accepting applications for 
our one, two, three and four bedroom Section 8 rental 
units. Some units available for immediate occupancy. 
Applications will be accepted through our online portal 
ShoreviewSF.com from November 16, 2020 at 3:00 pm 
to December 15, 2020 at 5:00 pm (pst). Applications 
will be processed on a first come, first served basis. 


Incomplete applications or applications submitted after 
the deadline will not be accepted. Please be aware 
that each household member can only appear on one 
application. If your application contains household 
members that are on other applications for this 
listing, all of them will be disqualified. Any fraudulent 
statements will cause your application to be removed 
from the waiting list. 


Rents for this affordable housing program are based on 
total household income. All applicants must be income 
eligible and meet occupancy guidelines. Households 
must earn no more than the maximum income levels 
noted below: 


50% HUD Median Income Limits 


Household 
Size meme oer aan rae 
Max Annual $60,900 $69,600 $78,300 $87,000 
Income 


Household 5 6 7 8 
Size Persons Persons Persons Persons 
Max Annual $94,000 $100,950 $107,900 $114,850 
Income 





Note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions applications will not 
be distributed or accepted on-site. ALL APPLICATIONS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED ON-LINE. Applicants may also 
download an application on our online portal and mail 
it to the following address: Shoreview Apartments, 35 
Lillian Ct, San Francisco, CA 94124. 


Application information and our resident selection criteria 
is available on the online portal at ShoreviewSF.com. 


You may begin submitting applications starting November 
16, 2020 at 3:00 pm. The open application period will end 
on December 15, 2020 at 5:00 pm. Please contact Related 
Management for building info at 415-647-6922 or email 
us at ShoreviewApts@related.com 


If you need help filling out an online application, you 
can contact a rental housing counselor at: 
housing.sfgov.org/housing-counselors or by calling 
415-822-1022. 

Income limits are subject to change based on changes 
to the Area Median Income as published by HUD, and 
the California Tax Credit Allocation Committee. 
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Psychedelic AdvocatesEye 
San Francisco Reform 


After election victories, Decriminalize Nature 
Campaign details an upcoming call with 
District Attorney Chesa Boudin. BYZACK RUSKIN 


T LAST, A new era for 
entheogenic plants has 
begun. 

A term used to categorize 
plants with the power to give con- 
sumers a spiritual experience, the 
word “entheogen’ literally trans- 
lates to “creating the divine with- 
in.” Practically speaking, today we 
employ the word to denote a group 
of plants that includes ayahuasca, 
magic mushrooms, and peyote. 

As discourse surrounding the 
subject evolves, a pivot from the 
term “psychedelics” to “entheo- 
gens’ is but one of many ways 
Decriminalize Nature is hoping to 
evolve both the conversation and 
safe access to a class of plants hu- 
mans have continued to consume 
since prehistoric times. 

Recently, the educational cam- 
paign has succeeded in getting 
entheogens decriminalized in local 
jurisdictions, including Santa Cruz 
and Oakland. Their efforts aren't 
limited to California, however, as 
the results of Tuesday’s election 
made clear. Voters in Washington, 
D.C., and Oregon approved legisla- 
tion aimed at improving access to 
psychedelic therapies and destig- 
matizing drug use. 

In D.C., voters approved Initia- 
tive 81, which will decriminalize 
naturally-occurring entheogens. 
That effort was spearheaded by 
Decriminalize Nature DC’s Melis- 
sa Lavasani. Across the country, 
the Oregon Psilocybin Therapy 
Initiative — which allows adults 
to access magic mushrooms in 
a medically supervised environ- 
ment — also succeeded. Oregon’s 
support for drug policy reform 
also extended to Measure 110, 
which essentially decriminalizes 
possession of small amounts of all 
illicit drugs. 

Taken together, the will of the 
voters on Tuesday night bodes 
well for ongoing efforts to further 
expand access and evolve policy 
when it comes to entheogenic 
plants. That’s why, according to 
Decriminalize Nature national 


board chair Carlos Plazola, things 
may be about to change in San 
Francisco as well. 

“We have a call next week with 
District Attorney [Chesa Boudin],” 
Plazola tells SF Weekly, “in which 
we hope to do the same thing we 
recently did in Ann Arbor.” 

The idea is to essentially con- 
vince progressive district attorneys 
to make investigation and prose- 
cution of crimes related to entheo- 
genic plants their city’s lowest law 
enforcement priority. In Septem- 
ber, that’s what Ann Arbor’s City 
Council in Michigan voted unani- 
mously to do. Citing Boudin’s track 
record on drug policy reform thus 
far, Plazola expressed optimism 
that San Francisco’s newly-ap- 
pointed DA will be open to a simi- 
lar arrangement. 

As things stand, Decriminal- 
ize Nature is currently working 
to change policy with a trio of 
options. The pitch to Boudin 
will be for a resolution to be 
passed, which is the path Santa 
Cruz, Oakland, and Ann Arbor 
all chose. Alternatively, on a 
state level, changes to California 
law might also come from a citi- 
zen-led initiative (as was the case 
in Oregon and D.C.). 

One issue Plazola has with the 
way Oregon approached legalizing 
psilocybin is that the measure fails 
to take community-based method- 
ologies into account. By requiring 
that the substance be adminis- 
tered by a physician, he argues, it 
eliminates consideration for the 
traditions and validity of other 
practitioners like shamans. 

“Oregon came at this from a 
clinical approach,” he explains, 
“but with Oakland, we did things 
from the bottom-up.” 

Part of Decriminalize Nature’s 
emphasis on moving methodical- 
ly stems from worries that any 
advances in entheogenic plant 
reform will risk a takeover from 
corporate interests. Plazola has 
firsthand experience with such 
fallout, having worked as a lobby- 





ist on behalf of cannabis legaliza- 
tion before netting his own permit 
for a dispensary in 2012. 

“During that process,” he recalls, 
“T saw the greed that allowed cor- 
porate interests to thrive.” 

In 2018, a pair of transfor- 
mative experiences — first with 
magic mushrooms, and later with 
ayahuasca — inspired Plazola to 
take the lead to ensure safe access 
to entheogens without opening 
the door for a redux of the legal- 
ized cannabis industry. Thus, an 
approach that prioritizes decrim- 
inalization versus one geared at 
all-out legalization. 

Ahead of Plazola’s call with Bou- 
din, currently scheduled for Nov. 
12, he encouraged advocates for 
the cause to express their support 
to the District Attorney’s office. 

At the same time, Plazola is also 
putting the finishing touches on 
what he’s labeled a “potentially 
historic” Oakland ordinance. Tar- 
geting a change to the municipal 
code, the ordinance intends to 
establish a set of basic protocols 
for community-based ceremonies. 
It is Plazola’s hope that, should the 
ordinance take hold, it can then 
be expanded into a framework 
suitable for implementation at a 
statewide level. 

Ideally, a nationwide adaptation 
of Decriminalize Nature’s “grow- 
gather-gift mantra” — which 
stresses a communal approach to 
cultivation and commerce with 
regard to entheogenic plants — 
would eventually follow. 

“Our intention is to show that 
these ancient ways of healing are 
also worthy of supporting,” he 
said. “We want to establish a base- 
line approach because it’s the mar- 
ginalized, unhoused, and minority 
populations who tend to prefer 
community-based treatment toa 
clinic setting.” 


Zack Ruskin covers cannabis for SF Weekly. 
© @zackruskin 
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Aziza’s braised joni shank. 


ICHELIN STARS ARE nor- 
mally a boon for restaura- 
teurs, who can consistently 
count on increased business 
after receiving a coveted star 
rating. Originally, according to 
The Chronicle, the 2020 Michelin 
Guide was going to carry on with 
its traditional awards based on 
pre-pandemic research. But, given 
all that’s happened this year — 
from a global pandemic to world- 
wide civil unrest to a devastating 
wildfire season — the French culi- 
nary publication has since changed 
its mind. 

While the Michelin Guide won't 
be doling out stars in California 
this year, it did round up a list of 
25 “inspector-approved” restau- 
rants up and down the coast, 
including six Bay Area restaurants. 
The Michelin Guide honored these 
half-dozen “discoveries” at a virtu- 
al family meal. 

Here’s a short list of 2020's ‘Mi- 
chelin Approved’ Bay Area Restau- 
rants: 


AZIZA 


5800 Geary Blvd., San Francisco 
azizasf.com | 415-682-4196 





We praised Aziza in January, 
just a few months after founder 
Mourad Lahlou ended his three- 
year hiatus, induced by a falling 
out with his mother and constant 
renovation challenges to the 





building. The California Moroccan 
restaurant’s spreads — butterbean 
merguez, piquillo-almond, and dill- 
lebni-roe — and chicken basteeya 
are a must for any interested diner. 


TACOS OSCAR 


420 40th St., Oakland 
tacososcar.com | 510-735-9620 
Open for takeout 


When former SF Weekly Editor 
Peter Lawrence Kane paid a visit 
to Tacos Oscar in 2019, he hada 
few very important questions for 
our readers: “Have you ever had a 
taco that sent electrical impulses 
running down both of your arms? 
Have you ever moaned, ‘Oh my 
fucking God’ mid-bite with your 
mouth full of taco and your head 
cocked 90 degrees to one side? 
Have you ever felt like you had 
a fucking taco chakra and it was 
sitting on top of an acupuncture 
meridian and it was just gi, qi, gi 
through all eight of your extraordi- 
nary vessels?” 


BROTZEIT LOKAL 

1000 Embarcadero, Oakland 
brotzeitbiergarten.com 
510-645-1905 


A Bavarian restaurant with an 
impressive waterfront view and an 
even more impressive beer selec- 
tion, which sources from German 
and Austrian family breweries, 


monastery microbrews, and local 
selections. 


TONY'S SEAFOOD 

18863 Shoreline Hwy, Marshall 
tonysseafoodrestaurant.com 
415-663-1107 


Enjoy some seafood classics like 
a fried oyster po’ boy sandwich, or 
order a clam chowder kit to-go for 
some at-home cooking. Tony’s Sea- 
food also sells Hog Island’s chipo- 
tle bourbon butter: brown sugar, 
bourbon, garlic, and chipotle chilis 
all in an eight ounce jar. 


SELBY'S 

3001 El Camino Real, RWC 
selbysrestaurant.com 
650-546-7700 

Open for Thanksgiving takeout 


The Michelin inspector says, 
“Swanky Selby’s is headed by the 
very talented Chef Mark Sullivan 
and chef de cuisine Jason Pringle. 
Elegant American classic fare is the 
focus, as is the farm-to-table ethos 
via produce from the group’s own 
farm, SMIP Ranch.” 


— Grace Z. Li 


Grace Z. Li is a Staff Writer covering food and 
culture for SF Weekly 
© @gracezhali 
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KINGDOM 
of Dumpling 


30 Kinds of Dimsum: dumplings, pancakes, 
potstickers, and much more. 


Open for Take-Out & Delivery 
415-566-6143 


(Doordash, Ubereats, Postmates, and Grubhub) 
1713 Taraval St., San Francisco 
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“ASIAN AMERICAN | 
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Frozen dumplings and dimsum available. 
Cook at home, convenient, tasty. 


Open for Take-Out 
415-665-6617 


2048 Taraval St., San Francisco 


Local home-style, corner gem. 


Plenty of dumplings to choose 
from, frozen options as well!!! 


DINE IN or 
TAKE-OUT 


1309 9th Avenue, SF CA 94122 


ORDER ONLINE WITH DOORDASH, 
GRUBHUB, & UBEREATS. 


02-6108 


NEVER STOP 
EXPLORING 
DUMPLINGS 


ee 
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NOW OPEN FOR 
OUTDOOR DINING 


5-10 PM Daily « 415 921-7600 
TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY 
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3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 
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BESTARTS € Live Music Venue: Cheap Eats: 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Local Brewery: Chicken Wings: 
Band: 
Margarita: Chinese: 
Comedy Club: 
Martini: Coffee: 
Dance Company: 
Mexcal Bar: Crab House: 
Art Gallery: 
New Bar: Date 
City Event: Restaurant: 
New Club: 
Live Theater: Deli: 
Rooftop: 
Movie Theater: Dessert: 
Singles Bar: 
Museum: Dim Sum: 
Sports Bar: 
Music Festival: Dog Friendly 
Strip Club: Restaurant: 
- ©) my F IN @® > Quiz Night: 2: 
iis , Tequila Bar: : 
Mail or drop off your ballot: Radio Station: pty 
SF Weekly Best Of Ballot "SR PHOTGCOrEE, Tiki Bar: aa 
Moros] (LMI EK-Tc1 MII cwelolOMN PLEASE. ONE PERSON, Television Station: 
San Francisco, CA 94103 ONE VOTE. Whiskey Bar: Food Truck: 
Sunday Funday: 
Wine Bar: French: 


The polls close November 18". Submitted ballot must 
have votes on a minimum of 15 different categories 


to qualify. EST BARS Fried Chicken: 


€§ CLUBS BEST FOOD 


5 : German: 
F | oT N AM 2 Beer Selection: Avocado Toast: 
Indian: 
Bloody Mary: Bakery: 
ENS T IN| ENN, E Italian: 
Cocktail Bar: BBQ: 
Juice Shop: 
Cocktail: Breakfast: 
EMAIL ae 
orean: 
Dance Club: Brunch: 
Late Nite Bite: 
LONE (© eo) ND) Dive Bar: Burger: 
Mediterranean: 
Gay Bar: Burrito: 
Mexican: 
Happy Hour: Business Lunch: 
New 
Karaoke: Carribbean: Restaurant: 
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Peruvian 


Pizza: 


Pub Food: 


Sandwich: 


Seafood: 


Steakhouse: 


Sushi: 


Tacos: 


Tapas: 


Thai: 


Vegan: 


Vegetarian: 


Vietnamese : 


View from 
Restaurant: 


BEST PEOPLE 
€J PLACES 


Accountant: 


Advertising 
Agency: 


Apartment 
Building: 


Broker: 


Chef: 


Chiropractor: 


Communal 
Office Space: 


Cosmetic Surgeon: 


Drag Queen: 
DUI Lawyer: 


Established 
Bartender: 


Hotel: 
Injury Lawyer: 


New Home 
Builder: 


Orthodontist: 
People-Watching: 


Personal 
Trainer: 


Place To 
Take Visitors: 


Place To 
Work: 


Real Estate Company: 
Realtor: 

Tailor: 

Tech Company: 


Winery: 


BEST SPORTS 4 
RECREATION 


Boot Camp: 





Bowling Alley: 


Crossfit Gym: 


Golf Course: 


Indoor 
Climbing Gym: 


Park: 


Pilates Studio: 


Pool Table: 


Sporting 
Goods Store: 


Yoga Studio: 


BEST SHOPPING 
€3 SERVICES 


Adult Store: 


Antique Shop: 


Auto Repair: 


Bank: 


Beauty Shop: 


Bicycle Shop: 


Bookstore: 


Camera Store: 


Cannabis - 
Bud Tender 
Who / Location: 


Cannabis - 
Delivery Service: 


Cannabis - 
Dispensary: 


Cannabis - 
Edible Company: 


Cannabis - 
Vape Brand: 


Car Wash: 


Carpet Cleaner: 


Dentist: 


Doctor: 


Dry Cleaner: 


Exterminator: 


Eyewear Threading: 


Eyewear Store: 


Fabric Store: 


Farmers Market: 


Flooring Store: 


Flower Shop: 


Furniture Store: 


Grocery 


Delivery Service: 


Grocery Store: 


Hair Salon: 


Hardware Store: 


High End 
Liquor Shop: 


Home Decor: 


Jewelry Store: 


Liquor 
Delivery Service: 
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Manicure 


& Pedicure: 


Massage: 


Mattress Store: 


Medical Spa: 


Menswear 


Store: 


Oil Change: 


Pet Store: 


Pharmacy: 


Photography: 


Record Store: 


Self Storage: 


Shoe Store: 


Spa: 


Tattoo Shop: 


Tire Shop: 


Vintage Shop: 


Wine Store: 


Women’s Apparel: 


COVER STORY \PROGVMOD AQAA 


- Ogres 
ni. 


— 
Fe - 
at 


7 pen 5 


: 
7 
. ’ 


Noes: 
i is mh 





Understanding San Francisco's 
Progressive/Moderate Divide. 


BY BENJAMIN SCHNEIDER 


HREE WEEKS BEFORE the 

election, Mayor London 

Breed appeared on the pop- 

ular NPR program Freako- 
nomics Radio and publicly called 
out some of her colleagues. 

“San Francisco has a very, very 
extremely left group of people on 
the Board of Supervisors,” Breed 
said. “And I think, in some instanc- 
es, their focus is to not necessarily 
do what’s best for people in San 
Francisco, but do what’s best to stay 
in the good graces of this whole 
lefty movement.” 

The mayor was voicing a common 
critique among political moderates 
like herself (probably in Trumpier 
terms than her allies would have 
liked) that the city’s progressive 
politicians are more ideological than 
practical, blocking necessary changes 


in areas like housing policy. Progres- 
sives typically counter that moder- 
ates’ supposed pragmatism is a cover 
for serving the interests of the tech 
industry and developers, instead of 
the city’s most vulnerable residents. 

In our one-party city, this pro- 
gressive/moderate divide has 
become the organizing principle of 
local politics. And while the specif- 
ic policy differences between the 
two sides are widely disputed, the 
progressive/moderate formulation 
remains salient in the local media 
and in the deep network of political 
clubs and mutual endorsements 
that help determine elections. 

On Nov. 3, voters opted to largely 
keep the existing political dynamics 
in place, reelecting every incum- 
bent, and preserving progressives’ 
veto-proof supermajority on the 
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Board of Supervisors. However, 
beyond the election results, shifting 
political tides related to housing 
and land use could be moving in the 
moderates’ favor, while democratic 
socialists like Supervisor Dean 
Preston and Jackie Fielder could be 
breathing new life into the progres- 
sive movement. 

Looking back at how this divide 
emerged, and how it has manifest- 
ed over the years, can help explain 
the direction San Francisco’s cur- 
rent leaders hope to take the city 
in the future. 


URBAN V. RESIDENTIAL 


In San Francisco, everything exists 
in four dimensions: space as well 

as time. The progressive/moderate 
divide evolved out of debates about 
how the city should use its limited 
dry land, and how quickly, and 

for whom, it should be allowed to 
change. 

Even in the ’70s and’80s, when 
living, breathing, conservatives 
and Republicans were a standard 
feature of San Francisco politics, 
fissures were already forming 
within the city’s increasingly pow- 
erful Democratic party. The most 
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In our one-party city, the moderate/progressive divide has become the organizing principle of local politics. But what does it really mean?. 


Lett & Lett-er 


polarizing issue was development, 
encompassing everything from 
urban renewal projects that leveled 
much of the Fillmore and SoMa, to 
the “ticky-tacky” apartment build- 
ings replacing single family homes 
across the city, to the growing for- 
est of corporate office towers down- 
town and the BART system that 
made it possible. Many voters felt 
these changes only made the city 
uglier, and couldn't see how they 
helped existing residents. 

Thus began the epic power 
struggle between “downtown” — 
big business, city planners, and 
their political allies — and “the 
neighborhoods” — a grassroots 
collection of aging Summer of Love 
radicals, diverse anti-gentrification 
activists, historical preservation 
enthusiasts, and other incumbent 
residents concerned with traffic, 
parking, and views. This conflict, 
dramatized for decades in the pages 
of the San Francisco Bay Guardian, 
laid the foundation for today’s 
moderate/progressive divide. 

However, this framing repre- 
sented just one part of a more 
complex sorting — rooted in 
personality, race, geography and 
economics — of Democratic 


voters and politicians over the 
final decades of the 20th century. 
Downtown moderates, represent- 
ed by leaders like Willie Brown and 
Dianne Feinstein, tended to win 
over African Americans, Chinese 
Americans, and older white West 
Side homeowners, as well as the 
ultra-rich business class. The pro- 
gressive coalition, represented by 
leaders like Art Agnos and Tom 
Ammiano, tended to be concen- 
trated on the East Side, including 
many Latinos, renters, ex-hippies, 
and younger people. 

Throughout San Francisco’s 
modern political history, moder- 
ates have largely controlled the 
Mayor's office. (The one exception 
was Agnos, ‘the last progressive 
mayor of San Francisco,’ in his 
own words, although back then 
he referred to himself as a liberal.) 
The force behind moderates’ dom- 
inance, according to critics like the 
Guardian, was the “Brown-Burton 
machine,’ led by Willie Brown 
and Phill and John Burton, who 
seemed to always find a way to in- 
stall their preferred candidates in 
Room 200 at City Hall. 


A PROGRESSIVE MACHINE 


While they have yet to recapture 
the mayoralty, progressives, now 
self-identified as such, have be- 
come more organized and more 
successful over the past two de- 
cades. In 2000, with the return 

of district supervisorial elections 
(supervisors had all served the 
entire city on an at-large basis for 
the previous 20 years) progressives 
won a supermajority on the Board, 
shifting some of the geographic 
and demographic trends that 
previously characterized the city’s 
political divides. 

“Tt was a real lurch to the left,” 
says Richard DeLeon, emeritus 
professor of political science at San 
Francisco State and the author of 
Left Coast City: Progressive Politics 
in San Francisco 1975-1991. “They 
really clipped Willie Brown’s wings, 
trimmed his sails, and took more 
control of the planning bureaucracy.” 

In the early 2000s, there were 
signs that San Francisco’s progres- 
sives might actually emerge as a 
distinct political party. Rising stars 
like Matt Gonzalez and Ross Mirk- 
arimi were registered Green Party 
members, and the former made 
a big splash by starting a new 
political coalition to unify diverse 
progressive groups called the San 
Francisco People’s Organization. 


\ PROG V MOD AK 


After Gonzalez narrowly lost his 
2003 mayoral bid against moder- 
ate Gavin Newsom, and the Green 
Party and People’s Organization 
fizzled, “Class of 2000” progres- 
sives sought to build something of 
a political machine to match Willie 
Brown's kingmaking power. In 
2010 progressives Aaron Peskin, 
Chris Daly, and their allies took 
control of the Democratic County 
Central Committee (DCCC), which 
makes endorsements on behalf of 
the San Francisco Democratic Par- 
ty. However, in their attempts to 
build a machine, they didn’t always 
pick the right champions. 

After Peskin termed out in 2008, 
David Chiu, Peskin’s former aid, was 
the consensus progressive pick to 
replace his former boss as District 
3 Supervisor. (Peskin, who was just 
elected to his fourth term as District 
3 supervisor, was eligible to run 
again because his first two terms 
were non-consecutive with his next 
two.) But as Chiu rose to Board of 
Supervisors President, and then 
to his current position in the state 
Assembly, he became identified with 
the moderates, embodying the con- 
ventional wisdom that only moder- 
ates can advance to higher office. 

On the other hand, Jane Kim 
(Chiu’s former roommate) was op- 
posed by Peskin, Daly, and the DCCC 
in her 2010 supervisorial race, which 
she won anyway. She would go on to 
become one of the city’s highest-pro- 
file progressives, narrowly losing to 
Scott Wiener for state senate, and 
London Breed for mayor. 

Still, progressives’ organization 
and mobilization efforts eventually 
paid off. After a brief lull in power, 
progressive supervisorial candi- 
dates would once again surge in the 
2016 and 2018 elections, estab- 
lishing a progressive supermajority 
that will persist until at least 2022. 

DeLeon, who is working on a new 
book about “the coevolution of the 
progressive movement with the 
city’s tech industry” from the ’90s 
through 2016, says the timing of 
these two progressive surges is sig- 
nificant. The 2000 elections “erupted 
from a backlash against the dot-com 
bubble,” while more recent progres- 
sive victories seemed to come in re- 
sponse to the inequalities resulting 
from the second tech boom. 


DIFFERENCES OF OPINION 


Each faction’s relationship to the 
tech industry has emerged as one 
of the key ideological and strategic 
differences between them. By now, 


tech is essentially synonymous 
with downtown big businesses, 
which is typically allied with moder- 
ates. In the eyes of progressive crit- 
ics, Willie Brown has been replaced 
at the levers of the moderate ma- 
chine by tech billionaire Ron Con- 
way, a major supporter of Ed Lee 
and London Breed’s mayoral cam- 
paigns, and perhaps more recently, 
Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff. 

As such, moderates are typically 
less amenable to corporate tax 
hikes, like 2018’s Proposition C, or 
this year’s Proposition I. Moder- 
ates also tend to keep a closer eye 
on budgets, sometimes fighting 
against social spending they say 
the city can’t afford. 

Homelessness is another divid- 
ing line, albeit an even fuzzier one. 
Moderates typically support more 
enforcement against setting up 
tents, and stronger power for the 
government to compel people into 
mental health treatment. 

This summer, when police re- 
form became a major political 
issue, progressive Supervisor 
Shaman Walton and Mayor Breed, 
both of whom are Black, jointly 
proposed reinvesting funding from 
the police in the Black community, 
receiving support from leaders on 
both sides of the divide. 

On the majority of issues, most 
San Francisco politicians are simi- 
larly aligned, according to DeLeon. 
“At some level, they’re all progres- 
sive,’ he says. Referencing Kim and 
Wiener in particular, he adds, “You 
put them anywhere else, I don’t care 
where, L.A., Chicago, even Seattle, 
they would be considered lefties.” 

The differences they do exhibit 
are a matter of degrees. While 
more friendly to business, mod- 
erates frequently support tax 
increases and regulation. Likewise, 
in tough economic times, progres- 
sives will pass tax breaks and other 
pro-business or pro-development 
measures, like Kim’s support of 
the so-called “Twitter tax break” in 
2011. Bond measures for afford- 
able housing and other services, 
like this year’s Prop A, are common 
areas of agreement. 


A WIDENING DIVIDE? 


In local elections, what voters tend 
to care about more is each can- 
didate’s personality and specific 
campaign promises, says Nicole 
Derse, a political consultant who 
has worked with both moderates 
and progressives. “As much as po- 
litical insiders like to believe 14 
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«13 that everybody falls into 
these buckets, I think they 
overestimate how much people re- 
ally see themselves as ideologically 
in one camp or another, or that 
they could even identify who’s in 
what camp.” 

Eric Jaye, another political con- 
sultant who has worked across the 
San Francisco political spectrum, 
believes that “this language of pro- 
gressive versus moderate is basical- 
ly masking a certain sameness... At 
the end of the day, the city family 
always wins,’ he says, using Willie 
Brown's term for the universe of 
city employees and city-funded 
non-profits that have been crit- 
icized for prioritizing their own 
self-interest. “Both sides want you 
to focus on issues that distract you 
as a voter from foundational issues, 
like competence and outcome.” 

However, Jaye thinks the city’s 
political divides have widened in 
recent years with the appearance 
of politicians and candidates who 
self-identify as socialists, including 
Supervisors Dean Preston and Hil- 
lary Ronen, District Attorney Che- 
sa Boudin, and Jackie Fielder. 

At the same time, both Derse and 
Jackie Fielder campaign director 
Roisin Isner noted that city politics in 
general has moved left along with the 
rest of the Democratic party in the 
Trump era. “Among moderates, there 
has been a dramatic leftward shift,” 
Isner says, noting how a few years 
ago, moderates were much more 
comfortable being explicitly pro-po- 
lice and embracing tough-on-crime 
rhetoric. “The divide remains because 
the progressive faction has become 
increasingly democratic-socialist.” 

Even as intra-Democratic struggles 
dominate the headlines, conserva- 
tives still play a role in local politics, 
Isner says. “Somewhere where the 
furthest left person would be a very 
moderate Democrat, that would not 
be a popular ally for Republicans, but 
in San Francisco, where that’s the 
only game in town, that is where the 
Republicans will ally.” 

That tracks with a sideshow of 
this year’s local election, where 
shadowy PACs funded in part by 
Republicans ran multi-million dol- 
lar negative campaigns against pro- 
gressive supervisorial candidates 
like Dean Preston and tax measures 
like Proposition I. At least some 
of those efforts appeared to have 
backfired, with Preston beating Val- 
lie Brown by a bigger margin this 
election than when the two faced 


off last year, and all of the city’s tax 
measures passing comfortably. 


ELEPHANT IN THE HOUSE 


There is one policy area where the 
moderate/progressive divide seems 
to have sharpened in recent years. 
Nearly every academic and political 
insider contacted for this article 
highlighted housing and land use 
as the biggest cleavage between the 
two camps. 

“That is the seminal issue in San 
Francisco that divides all politi- 
cians,’ says Agnos. “It’s not the en- 
vironment. It’s not healthcare. It’s 
not homelessness. It’s not voting 
rights. It’s not any of the traditional 
issues that we see in this country 
that define progressives or moder- 
ates. It is land use.” 

“The moderates will look to the 
market more for solutions,’ Agnos 
adds, “whereas the progressives will 
look to government more for solu- 
tions,’ emphasizing that it’s not 
zero sum. 

Historically, progressives have 
distinguished themselves in this 
arena by playing hard ball with the 
builders of downtown skyscrapers 
and mega projects like the Gi- 
ants’ Mission Rock development, 
pushing them to include as much 
affordable housing and community 
benefits as possible. 

But as Wiener, Breed, Chiu and 
other leaders call for more new hous- 
ing to be built throughout the city’s 
existing single family home neighbor- 
hoods, not just in vacant industrial 
areas on the East Side, this issue is 
hitting closer to home. Last month, 
the San Francisco Chronicle’s Trisha 
Thadani interviewed 22 candidates 
running for the Board of Supervisors 
on housing and identified “political 
lines” between “[t]hose who would 
oppose projects that are not 100 
percent affordable vs. those who in- 
sist market-rate housing is crucial to 
bring down the overall price of hous- 
ing and fund affordable units. Those 
who would bristle at the idea of a 
taller, denser city vs. those who want 
to bring multi-family buildings into 
mostly single-family neighborhoods.” 

These opposing views didn’t align 
with every moderate and progressive 
candidate — it’s difficult to find per- 
fectly consistent policy positions on 
any issue across the two factions — 
but they came close in many races. 

Housing is also where the mu- 
tual “strange bedfellows” critique 
emerges, making it harder to map 
each sides’ voting bloc. By opposing 
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It was a real lurch to 
the left. They really 
clipped Willie Brown’s 
wings, trimmed his 
sails, and took more 
control of the planning 
bureaucracy.’ 


— RICHARD DELEON 
LEFT COAST CITY 
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Clockwise from top left: former Mayor Art Agnos kisses Supervisor Dean Preston; former Mayor Willie Brown shares alaugh 
with Assemblyman and former BOS president David Chiu; Mayor London Breed and SFPD Chief Bill Scott. 


policies that would allow new hous- 
ing to be built throughout the city, 
progressives are accused of allying 
with wealthy homeowners who 
don’t want their pristine neighbor- 
hoods to change. In their quest to 
make housing more abundant and, 
hopefully, more affordable, moder- 
ates are accused of running inter- 
ference for billionaire developers 
and supporting gentrification. 

The rise of the “yes in my back- 
yard” or YIMBY movement, which 
advocates for more housing of all 
kinds in every neighborhood, has 
turbocharged the housing debate. 
As it has grown into a significant 
political force in the city, YIM- 

BY has become politically toxic 
among progressives. [his summer, 
the Board of Supervisors reject- 
ed Jane Natoli, a bike advocate 
and SF YIMBY member, for her 
nomination to the SFMTA Board, 
seemingly because of her YIMBY 


affiliations and her support of 
“for-profit mobility devices” — 
that’s e-scooters, not cars, in San 
Francisco speak. 

In the recent book Golden 
Gates, a tour through housing 
politics in California, New York 
Times economics reporter Conor 
Dougherty describes the city’s 
moderate/progressive divide in 
terms of each side’s relationship to 
change. “As the tech boom grew in 
intensity and the battle lines hard- 
ened around housing,’ Dougherty 
writes, “it was clear that moder- 
ates were the tribe of people who 
were comfortable with the pace of 
change, and progressives were the 
tribe of people who wanted it all 
to stop.” 


TAKING RISKS 


Agnos sees things quite the op- 
posite way. The former mayor, 


who lost his 1991 reelection bid 

to police chief Frank Jordan in 
large part because of his commit- 
ment to removing the damaged 
Embarcadero Freeway and his 
refusal to roust the homeless tent 
encampment that had sprung up 
in Civic Center Plaza, says being a 
progressive is all about taking risks 
for what you believe in. 

“When you try to be a progres- 
sive, forward thinking person, 
sometimes you are ahead of the 
community, and they have to 
catch up, Agnos says. As for the 
safe sleeping site for the homeless 
the city set up this spring right 
in front of City Hall, for Agnos it 
“feels like we’re going back to the 
future.” 

While it’s true that many of 
the most consequential, bound- 
ary-breaking pieces of legislation 
passed in San Francisco over the 
past two decades have been in- 
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moderates have usually 
been willing to shepherd them 
along. Conflicts are as often about 
who gets the credit as the actual 
substance of the matter at hand. 
Through this give and take process, 
San Francisco has set the progressive 
policy agenda nationwide. 

Healthy SE, the city’s universal 
healthcare program, for example, 
was long championed by progres- 
sive Tom Ammiano before being 
embraced by Mayor Gavin Newsom. 
In 2014 voters overwhelmingly 
approved San Francisco’s $15 mini- 
mum wage measure after it received 
unanimous support from the Board 
of Supervisors and Mayor Ed Lee. 
Like other tenants rights initiatives, 
Proposition F in 2018, which pro- 
vides legal representation to every 
evicted tenant, saw some squabbling 
over details in the lead-up to its in- 
troduction, but never generated real 
political opposition. More recently, 
after some more squabbling, Mayor 
London Breed eventually came 
around to Supervisors Hillary Ronen 
and Matt Haney’s Mental Health 
SF program, funding for which is 
included in this year’s Prop A. 

That’s how a bill becomes a law 
in San Francisco: progressives push 
the envelope, and moderates stamp 
it. Especially in light of national 
politics, the net result is a fairly 
functional factionalism, a system of 
checks and balances where things ac- 
tually get done — although, as Eric 
Jaye emphasized, certain policy ar- 
eas remain sacred cows that neither 
side is interested in changing. 

But the push-pull isn’t one-way. 
Just like moderates, progressives 
have vested interests to protect 
and coalitions to hold together. 
There are some arenas where 
they’re not the ones taking risks. 

And today, in San Francisco, 
pushing for new housing across 
the city’s single family home 
neighborhoods is a political risk. 
It challenges a half century of 
political power built by “the neigh- 
borhoods” — a movement that 
has done a lot of good for its core 
constituencies, including longtime 
homeowners, rent control tenants, 
and historical preservationists 
concerned with the visual char- 
acter of neighborhoods. But this 
political movement has likewise 
helped make the city inaccessible 
to all but the wealthiest newcom- 
ers, and inhospitable to those who 
grew up here and wish to stay and 


start families. It has also made it 
harder to get people out of their 

cars and reduce the city’s green- 

house gas emissions. 


PICKING SIDES 


Looking at who is best served by 
each side’s policy agenda is yet an- 
other way to characterize the pro- 
gressive/moderate divide. “I think 
progressives would say that what 
makes them different is that their 
primary concern is the people who 
already live in San Francisco and 
are struggling to stay here,” Derse 
says. And then I think moder- 
ates would say that their primary 
interest is making the city work 
the best it can for everyone, both 
people who currently live here and 
people who want to live here, all 
walks of life.” 

Derse views these character- 
izations as “a false divide,” but 
one that that helps explain why 
progressive supervisors tend to 
win elections when the econo- 
my is booming and low-income 
people are getting squeezed, and 
moderates tend to win when the 
economy is in trouble and small 
businesses are struggling. Leading 
up to this election, when the tech 
economy is still booming, but un- 
employment is sky high and count- 
less businesses remain shuttered, 
it was anybody’s ballgame. 

Ultimately, the status quo re- 
mained largely intact with progres- 
sive and moderate incumbents all 
fending off their challengers. But 
once vacant seats are taken into 
account, moderates, or more ac- 
curately, Breed allies, appeared to 
gain at least some ground. Newly 
elected District 7 Supervisor Myr- 
na Melgar, who was endorsed by 
several progressive politicians and 
organizations as well as SF YIMBY 
and the Mayor, could be a sign 
that the people want leaders who 
can straddle the city’s ideological 
divides, Derse says. 

“There's a saying about how 
there’s nothing in the middle of 
the road except yellow lines and 
dead armadillos. It’s a lonely place 
to be a lot of times, but I think it’s 
where the voters are.” 


Benjamin Schneider is a Staff Writer covering 


politics, neighborhoods and urbanism. 
@urbanschneider 
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LEONIDS 
METEOR 
SHOWER 


Now’s your chance to wish upon a 
shooting star. On Monday night, 
grab a jacket and head outside to 
view the annual Leonids meteor 
shower. Every November, the 
shower marks the moment that the 
earth crosses the orbital path of 
Comet Tempel-Tuttle. The moon is 
projected to enter a waxing crescent 
phase this week, which means that 
you can look forward to moon-free 
skies for optimal viewing all night. 
The peak of the shower is expected 
from late night Monday, November 
16 until dawn on November 17. 

— Sheila Tran 


SATURDAY 
11/7 - 12/26 


BLACK 
LAUGHS 
MATTER 


Support some of the Bay Area’s 
top African American comics 
with this virtual and free comedy 
show, all from the comfort of your 
own home. This Saturday’s lineup 
features Ato Diaba Walker (Say 
it Loud Comedy / Improv), Bran- 
don Johnson (Improv / Steel City 
comedy tour), and Quinton Jones 
(Ghetto Heaven / Black & A Half 
podcast). RVSP on Eventbrite for 
a Zoom link to the show. Show re- 
curs with a new lineup every Satur 
day at 8 p.m. until December 26. 
— Sheila Tran 
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SafePod Play: Virtual Reali 
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Players engage in a virtual reality shooting game at Sandbox VR. 


HE PROMISE OF virtual re- 

ality has long outpaced what 

the format has actually been 

able to deliver. Remember The 
Lawnmower Man? 

Still, with the advances made by 
the likes of the Facebook-owned 
Oculus system, and the low bar- 
rier to entry offered by Google 
Cardboard, VR has more recently 
seemed imminently poised to pro- 
duce a monumental shift in video 
gaming — the same way talkies 
did in the movie industry during 
the early 1900s. 

We still haven’t reached that tip- 
ping point, but many who consider 
themselves believers can agree 
that the problem isn’t the product. 
VR itself has already seen a hand- 
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ful of solid games that justify its 
existence, the most recent being 
Valve’s critically lauded creepy 
shooter, Half-Life: Alyx. 

At home VR solutions have 
been trickling onto the market 
for almost a decade, but for many 
people they’re just too much of an 
investment right now. Most head- 
sets either require a beefy com- 
puter set-up to run, a ton of space, 
or, in the case of Playstation VR, a 
hefty additional purchase on top 
of your expensive game console. 

Hiccups or no, virtual reality can 
make a game’s design really sing. 
In 2017, Resident Evil 7 took the 
survival horror genre it popular- 
ized in the mid-’90s, and changed 
it in a way that made it straight-up 
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too scary for some people to play. 
By placing the player in an oppres- 
sive haunted house and taking 
away the ability to look away from 
the screen, it revealed just how 
much those nervous glances over 
to your friend help in relieving the 
tension. 

Companies like Sandbox VR have 
absorbed these lessons and thought 
up their own solution to VR’s 
unique problem of startup cost. 
Through its network of brick and 
mortar facilities — each housing 
multiple rooms outfitted with beefy 
VR set-ups — Sandbox VR removes 
the need to purchase and maintain 
your own headset or system. 

Once visitors and their friends 
are equipped with headsets, 





trackers, vests, plastic guns, and 
an extra processing unit, they are 
moved into a room that operates 
like the Holodeck from Star Trek. 
In the age of COVID-19, this 
could be where some readers take 
pause. However, face masks are 
required for the duration every 
game and each piece of equipment 
is sanitized in between uses. These 
factors, combined with copious 
amounts of hand sanitizer for 
guests to use before and after their 
session, put my mind at ease. 
Once a group of up to six people 
are geared up, the entire Holo- 
deck-like space becomes a 360 de- 
gree play area to move around in. 
What that space looks like is de- 
cided by which of the five available 
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games was chosen beforehand. The 
different games range from Sci-fi 
and horror to pirates and a com- 
bat-focused player-versus-player 
experience. They even have an of- 
ficially licensed Star Trek game in 
there for those really stuck on the 
Holodeck metaphor. 

In lieu of a trip to a corn maze 
Halloween season, my friends and 
I decided to go with the horror 
themed Deadwood Mansion. This 
game definitely wears its influenc- 
es on its sleeve. A couple of zombie 
archetypes that players will recog- 
nize from Resident Evil rear their 
ugly heads, along with a familiar, 
creepy dilapidated mansion and 
deadly red lasers. The game does a 
really nice job of ramping you up 
through a half-hour session that 
gradually introduces new mechan- 
ics to change the experience. 

Once you ve killed some ba- 
sic zombies, infected rats come 
scampering in. These pesky pests 
can latch onto your vest and deal 
damage over time. Before long 
you ve got these and a handful of 
other mechanics all oscillating on 
and off to change what your team 
needs to do to survive. Sophisti- 
cated tracking allows players to see 
and interact with each other inside 
the game, so it’s easy to form im- 
promptu strategies when the situ- 
ation changes. 

And even as someone who’s 
been fortunate enough to play 
most of the tentpole VR horror re- 
leases, this game scared me. I can’t 
tell you how many times I would 
turn around to find a zombie 
standing two or three inches away 
from me ready to attack. It made 
me scream more than once. 

Unfortunately, despite being 
lucky enough to glimpse the boss, 
we didn’t survive to see the end 
of the round. The amount of stuff 
the game throws at you in the 
final moments just made me wish 
I had recruited a bigger group of 
friends so we could go back in and 
give it another shot. In my expe- 
rience though, walking away from 
a “Game Over” screen wanting 
more is always the mark of a good 
experience. 


Yousif Kassab covers video games and culture. 
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Howlin’ RainPreps New Live Set 


Howlin’ Rain’s ‘Under the Wheels: Live from the Coasts Vol. 2’ drops this week. 


For Ethan Miller, frontman for the Bay Area blues-soul 
outfit, the truth is inthe mix. BYBILL KOPP 


THAN MILLER IS a big fan of 

live albums. The founder, song- 

writer, and guitarist of Howlin’ 

Rain names The Grateful Dead's 
landmark 3LP set, Europe "72, among 
his favorites, along with 1969's Live/ 
Dead. But he’s more than willing to 
acknowledge that some classic “live” 
albums — Bob Seger’s Live Bullet and 
Thin Lizzy’s 1978 Live and Danger- 
ous foremost among them — have 
undergone so many post-production 
fixes that they’re arguably not live 
albums at all. Yet that doesn’t mean 
he doesn’t enjoy them. 

For his own band’s live releases — 
like the new Under the Wheels: Live 
from the Coasts Vol. 2 — Miller’s 
guiding principle is a question: “How 
do I represent the feeling of what it 
was like to be there?” 

It’s not as easy as it might seem, 
Miller believes. “There’s the idea 
that you can go so far, like Live and 
Dangerous,’ he says with a chuckle. 
“First, they were going to go [back 
into the studio] and redo the guitar 


solos. Then, famously, by the end, 
all that was left [from the live source 
tapes] was the original hi-hat!” 

But Miller says that live record- 
ings are “all about suspension of 
belief. It’s really about capturing the 
feeling of being there. “You don’t 
want the facts to get in the way of 
the truth,” he quips. 

“If you're hearing harmony vo- 
cals live in a room over a rock band 
playing, 99 percent of people in the 
room aren't clocking whether they’re 
perfectly ‘in’ or ‘out,” he explains. 
“They're just like, ‘Great, that’s a 
great feeling. Look at them singing 
the four-part harmonies!” But a 
recording of that sound exposes 
the warts-and-all looseness of what 
actually came out of the speakers. 
“When you [consider] those things 
under a microscope, on a clean mix, 
it may feel completely different: bad, 
distracting, grating,” he says. “But 
that’s not the truth of how it felt.” 

For Howlin’ Rain’s latest live al- 
bum — the second in what Miller 


plans as an ongoing series akin to 
the Dead's Dick’s Picks album series 
— he used as light a touch as possi- 
ble in post-production. So, if he or 
one of his band mates (guitarist Dan 
Cervantes, bassist Jeff McElroy and 
drummer Justin Smith) hits a bum 
note or fumbles on the beat, he may 
or may not fix it in the mix. “Tf it 
doesn’t take [the listeners] so far out 
of the experience that they say, “That 
was a terrible moment that I have 
to hear over and over on those live 
records for the rest of time,” Miller 
says that he’s inclined to leave the 
mistake on the final master. 
Happily, on the performances 
captured on Howlin’ Rain’s latest 
— culled from tapes of shows from 
2018 and 2019 in Washington, 
New York City, Los Angeles, and the 
band’s hometown of Oakland — Mill- 
er and Co. are on fire, playing with 
a deft balance of ragged- and right- 
ness. Electrified readings of tunes 
like “Coliseum,” first heard on the 
band’s 2015 album, Mansion Songs, 
benefit from the energetic full-band 
musical interplay. The group takes 
the opportunity to stretch out and 
let the songs breathe, yet the players 
never let the tune get away from 
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them; there’s no aimless noodling. 
Miller appreciates live and studio 
recordings as two sides of the same 
coin. “Sometimes, songs make it 
into the [live] set to find out how 
they can live and breathe on the 
stage, and then they’re recorded lat- 
er, he says. Some tunes are played 
live but never officially recorded. 
“There’s a place for those kinds 
of recordings,” he says. “And they’re 
usually called “bootlegs.” 
Music recorded in a studio has 
a different character. “When you 
listen to studio records, you can tell 
there’s a certain artistic mission and 
time and care that went into them,” 
Miller says. “When you see the live 
show, there’s a poignant, psychic, 
geographical, and creative place that 
is separate” from that. 
Furthermore, there’s a fluid re- 
lationship between the two, Miller 
believes. “The link is the creative 
content and the technical aspect of 
having to use studio assets to wran- 
gle a suitable release,” he says. “May- 
be every band would [like to be able] 
to say: ‘We're amazing at both!” 
Miller doesn’t make that claim for 
his band. But he truly enjoys the stu- 
dio experience as well as playing on- 
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stage in front of an enthusiastic audi- 
ence. “I love them both,” he enthuses. 
“I love the process. Creating and writ- 
ing a record, rehearsing and arrang- 
ing it with the band in a warehouse 
down by the Mexican border, that’s a 
completely different headspace than 
when we hit the stage with all of its 
sweat and tensions and, hopefully, 
unconscious creative work.” 

And as Under the Wheels Vol. 2 
illustrates, Howlin’ Rain uses live per- 
formance in part as an opportunity 
to cast the songs in a different light 
than their studio counterparts. Miller 
cites Bob Dylan as an inspiration 
in that regard. “Listen to any of his 
concerts from any time,’ he suggests. 
“He’s constantly rearranging [songs]. 
But somewhere in there, he’s trying 
to keep that original creative spirit 
completely alive, and in the moment.” 

That approach can keep things 
interesting for the performer, but 
it comes with risks. “Sometimes 
you go toa gig,” Miller says with a 
laugh, “and you're like, ‘God damn 
it, man, just give me the tune here!” 
Acknowledging that Dylan has long 
since reached the point at which he 
can do whatever he wants, Miller 
explains how he’s different. “I’m a 
real believer that this isn’t just about 
me,” he says. “I’m not just making 
music for me. But the engagement 
— once people begin to love a song 
of yours — is something different. 
It’s not just yours anymore. And 
that’s a long way to say that I try to 
serve [both] those masters.” 

Miller aims to thread the same 
kind of metaphorical needle with 
the Under the Wheels live albums. 
“That’s the purpose of creating this 
live series,” he says. “They’re the per- 
fect place for this series of [musical] 
Polaroids, each a snapshot of some- 
thing that happened.” 


Bill Kopp covers music for SF Weekly. 
@the_musoscribe 


‘UNDER THE WHEELS: LIVE 
FROM THE COASTS VOL. 2° 


“LLL ksh sddssiiede 


Silver Current 


Nov. 13 Records 


Vinyl & Cassette 


howlinrain.com 
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SIDEBAR \ WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES 











What do you do when a dependent — who is not your biological child — is killed due to neglect? 


Although legal guardians once had limited options in suing for wrongful death 
damages, California law has recently changed. 


BY CHRISTOPHER B. DOLAN & JEREMY M. JESSUP 


ago, my daughter passed 

away, and my wife and I 
were left to raise my grand- 
son, because the child’s father 
has been out of the picture 
since birth. Recently, trag- 
edy struck our family again 
and my grandson, who was a 
minor, was killed in an auto- 
mobile accident, caused by an- 
other person. I have been try- 
ing to bring a wrongful death 
lawsuit but keep being told I 
cannot sue. Is this correct? 


ee OF YEARS 


— Mr. Martin, San Carlos 


DEAR MR. MARTIN, 


Firstly, I am sorry to read about 
your losses, my condolences to 

you and yours as you go through 
these difficult times. Dealing with 
the death of a loved one can be 
devastating. On top of that, there 
may be many medical costs, funeral 
costs, and other expenses when 
facing an unexpected passing of 
someone close. As for the right to 
bring a wrongful death suit by you 
and your wife, this is not as cut and 
dried as one would think. 

Only certain individuals are 
allowed to bring a wrongful death 
claim after a negligence-related 
death in California. Formerly, only 
biological or adoptive parents could 
sue (“had standing”) in California 
for a son or daughter's wrongful 


death. Under California Code of 
Civil Procedure Section 377.60, a 
cause of action for the death of a 
person caused by the wrongful act 
or neglect of another may be assert- 
ed by any of the following persons 
or by the decedent’s personal repre- 
sentative on their behalf: 
1 - The decedent’s surviving 
spouse, domestic partner, chil- 
dren, and issue of deceased chil- 
dren, of, if there is no surviving is- 
sue of the decedent, the persons, 
including the surviving spouse 
or domestic partner, who would 
be entitled to the property of the 
decedent by intestate succession. 
2 - Whether or not qualified under 
subdivision (a), if they were depen- 
dent on the decedent, the putative 
spouse, children of the putative 
spouse, stepchildren, or parents. 


3 - A minor, whether or not qual- 
ified under subdivision (a) or (b), 
if, at the time of the decedent’s 
death, the minor resided for the 
previous 180 days in the dece- 
dent’s household and was depen- 
dent on the decedent for one-half 
or more of the minor's support. 
In fact, it was previously held 
that a person who was not a natural 
parent had no right to sue for an 
unadopted child’s wrongful death, 
even if an adoption process was in 
progress [Reynolds v. City of Los 
Angeles (1986) 176 Cal.App.3d 
1044, 1052-1053 -- “the Reyn- 
oldses were neither the natural 
parent(s) of Samuel nor did they 
ever conclude formal adoption pro- 
ceedings.” ] 

Those person(s) who qualify un- 
der categories (a-c) of the California 
Code of Civil Procedure Section 
377.60 can recover both economic 
and non-economic damages for 
their loss. These losses included, 
but are not limited to the following: 

1 - The loss of love, companion- 

ship, comfort, care, assistance, 
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protection, affection, society, 

and moral support provided by 

decedent; 

2 - The loss of gifts or benefits that 

could have expected to receive; 

3 - Funeral and burial expenses; 

4 - The reasonable value of 

household services that the child 

would have provided. 

However, California Assembly 
Bill 2445, signed into law in Sep- 
tember by Gov. Newsom, amends 
CCP 377.60 to now allow legal 
guardians to sue for wrongful death 
in appropriate circumstances. 

The new language of CCP 377.60 
includes “[i]f the parents of the 
decedent would be entitled to bring 
an action under this subdivision, 
and the parents are deceased, then 
the legal guardians of the decedent, 
if any, may bring an action under 
this subdivision as if they were the 
decedent’s parents.” 

As before, a decedent’s surviving 
spouse, domestic partner, children, 
and children of any deceased child 
continue to have standing under 
the wrongful death statute. 

The new law, which went into 
effect September 10, 2020 now 
allows legal guardians to pursue 
wrongful death cases on behalf of 
minors as if they were the parents, 
provided the parents are deceased. 
The law was introduced as an 
emergency measure to prevent the 
statute of limitations from running 
out for a Moreno Valley couple who 
raised their nephew after his bio- 
logical parents died. 

In your case, it would appear that 
whether or not you and your wife 
have standing may come down to 
whether or not your grandson’s fa- 
ther is still around. Unfortunately, 
because the law is so new in this 
area, it is unknown if the courts will 
view a parent that has essentially 
abandoned their child, in the same 
light as a parent who is deceased. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner of the Dolan 
Law Firm. His column appears as sponsored 
content. Jeremy M. Jessup is a Senior Trial 
Attorney based in our San Francisco office. 

© help@dolanlawfirm.com. 
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Four isMoreFun 


QUADROPHILIA 








And when it comes to election frustration, give 
your folks alittle more time. BYDAN SAVAGE 
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imagination than foursomes? I was just googling “finding 


W HY ARE THREESOMES much more accepted in the popular 


foursomes’ and the first result is an article about threesomes 
that takes for granted that people are looking for MFF. That is a 
form of heteronormativity, right? I am not judging threesomes, 
of course, but asking why foursomes are perceived as more taboo. 
Would be interested in knowing more about what you think about 
this or if you have any resource to recommend as I am approaching 
this now with my partner for the first time. 


— Willing To Foursome 


PS: Love what you do with your work. 


DON’T THINK THE popular 
imagination has conspired 
against foursomes or that four- 
somes area really that much 
more taboo than threesomes, 
WTE. Rather, I think threesomes 
are easier to arrange than four- 
somes and the popular imagination 
reflects that fact. Think about it: 
Finding two people who wanna 
fuck each other is hard. Finding 
three people who all wanna fuck 
each other—Person A wants to 
fuck Person B and Person C, Per- 
son B wants to fuck Person A and 
Person C, Person C wants to fuck 
Person A and Person B—is harder 
still. Adding a Person D to the 
mix makes the wannafuckmath 
infinitely more complicated. Which 
is not to say everybody fucks ev- 
erybody during a threesome, of 


course, but at the very least every- 
one involved has to at least be okay 
with fucking in very close proximi- 
ty to everyone else involved. 

And while complicated to ar- 
range and often emotionally tricky, 
WTE, threesomes aren't really 
that taboo. According to research 
into sexual fantasies done by Dr. 
Justin Lehmiller, it’s the single 
most common sexual fantasy. More 
than 90% of men and nearly 90% 
of women fantasize about having 
a threesome, according to Dr. 
Lehmiller’s research; according to 
other research, roughly one-in-five 
people have actually participated 
in at least one threesome. (Full 
discloser/cumblebrag: I lost my vir- 
ginity in a MMF threesome.) 

Threesomes are heteronor- 
mative by design, e.g. they were 


arranged to fulfill a straight man’s 
standard-issue MFF fantasy, but 
judging from my mail just as many 
MFF threesomes are arranged 

to fulfill the same-sex desires of 
often-but-not-always-newly-out 
bisexual women who already have 
husbands or boyfriends—less het- 
eronormative and more bisupport- 
ive/biexplorative. (My mail isn’t 
scientific evidence, I realize, but 
it’s what I’ve got.) And for the re- 
cord I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with a heteronormative 
threesome. Straight guys should 
be allowed to have and be allowed 
to realize their sexual fantasies 
without being shamed, just like 
everyone else, so long as they’re 
realizing them with consenting 
adult partners. And while straight 
guys have historically done most 
of the judging and shaming of 
non-straight/non-guys over the 
entire course of human history, 
the corrective isn’t to heap shame 


‘Threesomes 
are arranged 


to fulfill a 
straight 
man’s 
desires.’ 
— DAN SAVAGE 


WOMB W.WNA-A/-gW|sW@{q|pq\WwQ{Q_adqauwo_ov_ey 
on straight guys with off-the-rack 
sexual fantasies. It’s to demand 
that no one should be shamed 
for their sexual fantasies and we 
demonstrate our commitment to 
that principle by not shaming any- 
one—not even straight guys—who 
seek to realize their sexual fanta- 
sies with other consenting adults. 
And finally, WTF, there is one 
place where foursomes are far less 
taboo and could even described 
as standard: the organized and 
mostly straight and often su- 
premely heteronormative swing- 
ers’ scene. If you and your partner 
are of the opposite sex and are 
interested in or willing to settle 
for strictly heterosexual sex where 
men are concerned, you might 
find more luck arranging four- 
somes at swingers’ parties—once 
those parties are possible again— 
than on dating apps. 





AN 


2016 and again in 2020. ’m a lesbian. My partner and I have 


W HERE DOI go from here? My parents voted for Trump in 


been together for nearly 20 years. My parents have always 
been supportive, we have a great relationship. But I can’t reconcile 
their vote for this piece of trash. They’re not even pro-life or reli- 
gious. I genuinely don’t understand. 


Y DAD VOTED for George W. 
Bush in 2004. Bush's campaign 
was pushing anti-gay marriage 
ballot initiatives across the 
country hoping bigots would turn out 
in huge numbers and put his incom- 
petent ass back in the White House. I 
didn’t stop talking to my father. 
While I believe we have to confront 
family members about their bigot- 
ries and that there have to be social 
consequences when people vote for 
racism and fascism, WIFDIDN, I 
don’t think cutting off contact with 
non-toxic/non-QAnon parents or 
family members is the answer. Where 
there’s evidence of cognitive disso- 
nance—and a family member voting 
for someone seeking to harm people 
they love is certainly evidence of 
cognitive dissonance—there’s also an 





— What The Fuck Do I Do Now? 


opportunity. So I would urge you to 
express your displeasure to your par- 
ents and demand better from them 
and to keep bringing it wp. While 
text messages from strangers and 
robocalls often fail to move people, 
appeals to conscience—sometimes 
angry ones—from family members 
often work. I’ve heard from a lot 

of people over the last few months 
whose parents voted for Trump in 
2016 but voted for Biden this year. 

I wish I could say my dad was one of 
them. Maybe next time. 

There are more elections coming 
up. The parents who disappointed 
you and endangered our Democracy 
in this election are likelier to come 
around before the next election if you 
demand answers from them now. 


things. I met a hot guy at my job who says he has a fetish for ass. 


| ’D LIKE TO think I am pretty open and understanding to a lot of 


In a sexting session, I learned he was not only obsessed with my 

ass, but me playing with his too. He later revealed there was only one 
other woman he felt comfortable sharing his gay fantasies. Everything 
involved ass play, sucking dildos or DP. (Eyebrow raised.) I asked him 
if he was curious about gay sex and he said no. In no way does he want 
a man, he said, and everything he wanted done to him he wanted a 
woman to do. We've had several sexting sessions and it always shifts 
to me dominating him or a gay sex fantasy. I really want to be open 


but he is making this very hard. 


— Questioning Unusual Exceptionally Erotic Relationship 


IS WOULD BE easier if you 
were clear—clear with yourself— 
about what you want and what’s 
possible. If you want a long-term 

relationship that doesn’t revolve 
around ass play and you couldn't 
possibly enjoy a casual sexual adven- 
ture with a hot guy who isn’t a good 
potential long-term partner... then 
you should stop sexting with him. 
But if you're up for a crazy, ass-cen- 
tered sexual adventure with a hot guy 
that won't lead to anything serious or 
long-term... then get yourself a strap- 
on dildo and order this not gay guy 
to get on his not gay knees and suck 
your not gay dick. 

I suspect you feel tense after 
sexting with this guy because you're 
left thinking, “My God, what am I 


signing up for here?” The animating 
assumption being that “going there” 
means getting stuck there. But if you 
told yourself you were only signing 
up for a crazy night or a crazy week- 
end instead with this ass-obsessed 
dude and not a lifetime with him, you 
would most likely feel a lot less ner- 
vous about this connection. In other 
words, QUEER, being open to playing 
with this guy doesn’t mean you have 
to be open to dating him, much less 
marrying him. But, again, if having a 
sexual adventure with someone who 
isn't a potential long-term partner 
isn’t something you could see your- 
self doing and enjoying, QUEER, 

stop responding to this guy’s sext 
messages. 


mail@savagelove.net. Follow Dan on Twitter @FakeDanSavage. www.savagelovecast.com 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Sr. Software Engineer., Juni- 
per Square; Requires BS 
degree in Computer Science 
or related plus 5 yrs experi- 
ence as a Software Engi- 
neer or related. Resume to 
343 Sansome Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 
94104 
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COMMERCIAL e RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 
Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc ¢ Free Est © Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 
Lic # 860945 
CALL 415-640-7536 


CONSTRUCTION 


Remodel & Repair 
Kitchen, Bath, Painting 
Stucco, Siding, 
Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 
Lic #582766 
Bonded, Insured 
Call Mike 415-279-1266 
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$+ FOOD & DRINK» ART & CULTURE » MUSIC» NIGHT LIFE» EVE 


MARK LIU 


CONSTRUCTION CO. 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen ¢ Bath « Additions 
Decks « Stairs * Siding 
Plastering * Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
Reliable 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


419,730-1010 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 
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PAINTING ANG) Te 
CHEAP HAUL Clean Up, 
PAINT IN garage, yard, dem, lite mvg 
ALA Lic #29572 650-583-6700 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext. Painting 
¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


Lic.#526818 


INDEPENDENT 
415.269.0446 HAULERS 


650-738-9295 $40 & UP HAUL 


www.sospainting.com Since 1988 


Lic/Insured 
HANDYMAN 


Free Estimates 
A+ BBB Rating 
(650) 341-7482 
Specialist in Home Re- 
pairs (Plumbing, Elec, 
Roof, Dry Wall, Firs, 


Tile, etc.) No Lic. 
Manny 415-850-9326 
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Call Del Classifieds. 


Call Debbie at 
Call: 


415-571-9873 
INTRODUCTION 
SERVICES 41 5-359-7600 
* FREE Partyline 24/7** 
“Free 10n1 8-9PM daily” 
415-691-3100, 925-953- 
1001 or WebPHONE on 
LiveMatch.com 
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SF WEEKLY 
Adult Classifieds. 


ll: 415-359-2600 
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